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SUBJECT: FRENCH SOCIALIST PARTY CONGRESS AT PAU, 

JANUARY 31 - FEBRUARY 2 

REF: PARIS 2805 

SUMMARY. THE PS CONGRESS AT PAU WITNESSED TWO PARALLEL 
DEBATES: FIRST, OVER THE UNITY OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY, 

AND SECOND, OVER THE UNITY OF THE LEFT. PS FIRST 
SECRETARY MITTERRAND STRENGTHENED HIS HOLD OVER HIS 
PARTY, WHILE ENHANCING HIS PERSONAL LEADERSHIP. 
ALTHOUGH RECEIVING A QUARTER OF THE MANDATES, THE PS 
LEFT WING (CERES) WAS FORCED TO GIVE UP ITS SEATS ON 
THE NATIONAL SECRETARIAT. THE NEW SECRETARIAT - WITH 
FEW EXCEPTIONS - IS COMPOSED OF PARTY FIGURES CLOSE TO 
MITTERRAND. THE CONGRESS DID NOTHING FOR LEFT UNITY; 

THE PCF DAILY L'HUMANITE IMMEDIATELY ATTACKED THE 
RESULTS AS A SWING TO THE RIGHT, ALTHOUGH THERE HAS 
BEEN NO SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE IN THE PS POSITION. AS THE 
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NEAR THE RUPTURE POINT - AND WITH ELECTIONS FAR IN THE 
FUTURE, MITTERRAND HAS DECIDED TO TAKE FIRMER CONTROL 
OF THE PS' NATIONAL DECISION-MAKING, AT THE RISK OF 
HAVING A DECLARED INTERNAL OPPOSITION. A DETERMINED, 
DISSENTING LEFT WING WITHIN THE PS COULD MAKE MITTER- 
RAND'S TASK OF RESPONDING TO THE PCF MORE DIFFICULT. 

AT THE SAME TIME, THE CONTINUING COMMUNIST/SOCIALIST 
QUARREL COULD ACCELERATE THE PROCESS BY WHICH THE PS 
HAS BECOME THE PRIME LEFT FORCE AND IS AIMING TO 
BECOME THE LEADING PARTY OF FRANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1. "THE COMMON PROGRAM IS ALSO OURS." IN HIS SPEECH 
TO 2,300 ENTHUSIASTIC DELEGATES AT PAU, MITTERRAND 
SKILLFULLY AVOIDED A POLEMIC WITH THE PCF WHILE GIVING 
THE IMPRESSION OF A PS LEADERSHIP DETERMINED TO ASSERT 
AN INDEPENDENT LINE, AND WHILE REMAINING COMMITTED TO 
THE LEFT’S COMMON PROGRAM. HIS TONE AND STYLE, BY 
TURNS MOCKING AND SARCASTIC, SERVED NOTICE TO THE 
COMMUNISTS THAT THE PS WOULD REFUSE TO REPLACE THE 
COMMON PROGRAM WITH A "COUNTERFEIT MONOLITH", AND 
REMINDED HIS UNITED LEFT PARTNERS THAT THE BASIS OF 
SOCIALISM IS TOLERANCE. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
SOCIALIST PARTY AS CO-AUTHOR OF THE COMMON PROGRAM HAS 
NO LESSONS TO RECEIVE, AND SCORNED THE IDEA OF THE 
SOCIALISTS JOINING A CENTER-LEFT ALLIANCE WITH THE 
GISCARDIANS TO FACE THE ECONOMIC CRISIS. 

2. CERES: THE PS LEFT-WING MINORITY. A TOUGH AND 
AMBITIOUS MITTERRAND REFUSED ALL ATTEMPTS BY THE 
PARTY'S LEFT WING (THE CERES, LED BY BELFORT DEPUTY 
JEAN-PIERRE CHEVENEMENT) TO COMPROMISE ON THE PS' 

FUTURE COURSE. THE EFFECT WAS TO PUSH CERES OUT OF THE 
PARTY'S NATIONAL SECRETARIAT, WHICH MEETS WEEKLY 
UNDER MITTERRAND AND TAKES MOST OF THE POLICY DECISIONS. 
THIS SHOULD MAKE MITTERRAND'S CONTROL OF NATIONAL 
DECISION-MAKING EASIER. CERES, HOWEVER, WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE REPRESENTED PROPORTIONALLY (AROUND 35 
PERCENT) ON THE PARTY'S LESSER ORGANS: THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE AND BUREAU. WITH CERES NO LONGER PARTICIPATING 
IN THE PARTY'S DAY-TO-DAY POLICY DIRECTION, PS SENIOR 
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LEADERSHIP WILL BE OPEN TO THE CHARGE OF BEING LESS 
REVOLUTIONARY, LESS ACTIVELY "LEFT". AND HAVING IN 
EFFECT A LEFT FACTION BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THE PCF 
COULD MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR MITTERRAND TO ANSWER 
THE COMMUNISTS. 

3. MITTERRAND'S POSITION. MITTERRAND CLEARLY DEMONS- 
TRATED AT PAU THAT HE CAN MAKE THE PARTY RESPOND TO HIS 
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DIRECTION. BUT WITH AN UNRULY CERES SNIPING AT HIM 
FROM THE WINGS AND WITH THE PCF ATTACKING FRONTALLY. 
IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN IF HE CAN CONTINUE TO BE TOTALLY 
CREDIBLE AS A SPOKESMAN FOR A UNITED, INDEPENDENT PS. 
AT THE VERY LEAST HE WILL HAVE TO TAKE MORE PUBLIC 
ACCOUNT OF HIS CRITICS WITHIN THE PARTY THAN HE HAS 
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DONE UP TO NOW. BY DISTANCING HIMSELF FROM CERES, 
MITTERRAND HAS TAKEN A GAMBLE THAT COULD PAY OFF IN 
ENHANCING PS CHANCES OF CONTINUING ITS RECENT RAPID 
GROWTH WHILE THE PCF STAGNATES. MUCH OF THE PS’ 

SUCCESS IN RECENT MONTHS CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO MITTER- 
RAND'S ABILITY TO PRESENT A STATESMANLIKE IMAGE OF A 
UNITED PARTY SUFFICIENTLY TO THE LEFT TO ATTRACT A 
SOCIALIST CONSTITUENCY, YET MODERATE ENOUGH TO APPEAR 
AS A CREDIBLE DETERRENT TO TOO MUCH PCF INFLUENCE. 
WITHOUT MITTERRAND FIRMLY AT THE HELM, THE PS WOULD LOSE 
MUCH OF ITS APPEAL AND ELAN - AND POSSIBLY ITS 
STRENGTH AND COHESIVENESS AS WELL. 
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4. COMMENT: ON FEBRUARY 5 THE PS ANNOUNCED A 
NATIONAL PROPAGANDA AND ACTION CAMPAIGN ON EMPLOYMENT. 
SINCE THIS WAS A PRINCIPAL CERES PROPOSAL AT THE PAU 
CONGRESS, MITTERRAND'S DECISION TO OPEN THIS CAMPAIGN 
TAKES A BOW IN CERES' DIRECTION, WHILE PUTTING THE PCF 
ON NOTICE THAT THE PS/PCF QUARREL WILL NOT PREVENT THE 
PS FROM SEEKING ITS OWN SOLUTIONS TO THE CURRENT 
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